A NEW ALOE FROM THE SUDAN. 
By G. W. REYNOLDS. 


(With Plates III and IV.) 


Aloe MacLeayi Reynolds. Species nova in Sect. EUALOE, Subsect. 
Grandes pertinet; nulli alii arcte affinis. 

Planta succulenta, acaulis. Folia ca. 24, dense rosulata, lanceolato- 
attenuata, viridia, 50 cm. longa, 12 cm. lata, patentia, eleganter arcuatim 
recurvata, profunde canaliculata; dentibus marginibus albidis 4 mm. 
longis, 8—15 mm. distandibus munita.  Znflorescentia ca. 9-ramosa, 
90 cm. alta. Racemi anguste conico-cylindracei, 22 cm. longi, basi 5:5 em. 
diam. Bracteae parvae, breviter ovato-acutae, 3 mm. longae, 4 mm. latae, 
subscariosae, 3-nervatae. Pedicelli 10 mm. longi. Perigonium aurantium, 
cylindraceo-trigonum, 36 mm. longum, basi 7 mm. diam.; segmenta 
exteriora libera. Antherae per 1 —2 mm. exsertae. Stigma demum 2—3 mm. 
exserta. Ovarium 7 mm. longum, 3 mm. diametro. (PLATES III and IV.) 

A-E. Sudan: Equatoria, Imatong Mtns., near Gilo, c. 4^ 10N., 
32° 45' E., 5,400 ft., Coll. Dr. K. N. G. MacLeay, cult. Johannesburg, 
fl. 28 Feb. 1954, Reynolds 6773, holotype (PRE), fl. 27 March 1955, 
isotype (K, EA). 

Dr. K. N. G. MacLeay (Department of Botany, University College of 
Khartoum) first collected this new species in June, 1947, and again in 
January 1951, among rocks on a grassy bank above the road bridge over 
the River 'Ngairigi, near Gilo, in the Imatong Mountains, Equatoria 
Province of the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. Dr. MacLeay found plants 
"frequent in secondary grassland, and from 5,000— 8,000 ft., which roughly 
corresponds with the range of Pteridium aquilinum on the western side of 
the Imatongs." 

A large plant received by air in January 1953, has grown well in 
Johannesburg where it flowered in February 1954, and again in March 
1955. 

The species is named after Dr. MacLeay to whom I am indebted for the 
plant, and also for several other Aloe plants from near the Red Sea, from 
the Nuba Mountains in Kordofan Province, and from the Acholi Hills, 
Loka West, and Tembura in the Equatoria Province of the Sudan. 

A. Mac Leayi is a most handsome acaulescent species with large deep- 
green unspotted leaves which are deeply channelled and gracefully re- 
curved. The inflorescence is a large well-branched panicle 90 cm. high, 
and bears striking racemes of 36 mm. scarlet flowers. 

The perianth segments are free to base, and clearly 3—-5-nerved 
throughout. The buds are minutely spotted which is a character found in 
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A. secundiflora Engler, but the latter has oblique racemes with flowers 
secund, segments free for only half of their length, and very different 
leaves. 

A. MacLeayi falls under Sect. EUALOE, subsect. Grandes, but does not 
fit well into any of the series included thereunder. It does not appear to 
be closely allied to any described species, and when the Aloes of Tropical 
Africa have been more fully worked out, some new sections and series 
will be necessary. 


Description. A large acaulescent plant, apparently solitary and not 
suckering or forming groups. 

Leaves about 24, densely rosulate, erectly spreading and gracefully 
recurved, lanceolate-attenuate, up to 50 em. long, 12 cm. broad at base; 
upper surface deep-green to olive-green, obscurely lineate, without spots, 
rather flat near base, deeply canaliculate upwards; lower surface rounded, 
similar to the upper surface in colour; margins yellowish-white, armed 
with firm, white, uncinnate, deltoid teeth which are 4 mm. long, irregularly 
8—15 mm. distant. Leaf sap dries yellow. 

Inflorescence a much-branched panicle 90 cm. high, produced at a 
slight angle but with all racemes erect. 

Peduncle brown, flattened and 2 cm. broad at base, dichotomously 
about 9-branched from below the middle. 

Racemes cylindric-conical, the terminal 22 cm. long, 5:5 em. diam., 
laterals a little shorter, buds minutely white-spotted, suberect, denser, 
open flowers laxer, subpendulous. 

Bracts small, clasping the pedicel, broadly and shortly ovate-acute, 
3 mm. long, 4 mm. broad, pale brown, thin, subscarious, 3-nerved, the 
central nerve raised, dark-brown. 

Pedicels dull scarlet, lowest 10 mm. long. 

Perianth cylindric-trigonous, 36 mm. long, scarlet at base and along 
the nerved part of the outer segments to the middle, the mouth orange to 
yellowish, slightly rounded at base and not stipitate, 7 mm. diam. across 
the ovary, thence trigonous upwards; outer segments free to base, 6 mm. 
broad at the middle, with pale thin edges, 3—5-nerved throughout, the 
apices subacute, spreading; inner segments free, longer and thinner than 
the outer, 7 mm. broad at the middle, with à prominent orange keel 
throughout, the apices brown-tipped, more obtuse and more spreading to 
revolute. 

Filaments very pale lemon, filiform-flattened, the 3 inner narrower and 
lengthening before the 3 outer, with their anthers in turn exserted 2—3 mm. 

Style pale yellow. Stigma at length exserted 3 mm. 

Ovary olive-green, 7 mm. long, 3 mm. diam. 
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